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The Holiday season is just before us. It is an ex-

citing time of festivity, goodwill, tradition, ex-

citement and gratitude.   There are parties, family 

gatherings, special services and observations.  We 

return time after time to these familiar activities 

with a sense of anticipation, reflecting upon 

memories of holidays’ past as we make new ones 

with each passing year.  For many, including my-

self, it is indeed “the most wonderful time of the 

year.” 

 

For most of us the season is a busy one, filled 

with activities and opportunities.  This is certainly 

true at Valley Brook!  Plans are underway for 

meaningful celebrations through various services 

that will emphasize the wonder and glory of the 

holidays and the significance associated with 

them. 

 

We begin our celebration this year on Sunday, 

November 22.  Our morning service will feature a 

unique worship experience combining scripture, 

song and testimonies of gratitude offered by sev-

eral of our people. It will be a meaningful 

“kickoff” to Thanksgiving week and the holiday 

season! 

 

The next Sunday November 29, we will enjoy a 

very special evening service together, our annual 

Hanging of the Green.  We will decorate, using 

traditional and Christian Symbols offering expla-

nations for each.  The service will include sing-

ing, readings and meditations with the goal of 

capturing the  accurate meaning of Christmas. 

 

Our choir has been busy with rehearsals for the 

season.  On Sunday, December 20 they will pre-

sent “The “Christmas Story.”  As our choir leads 

in worship we will, through their singing minis-

try, be thrilled once again with the wonder and 

significance of Christ’s arrival on Earth.   

Our evening gathering on the 20th will feature a 

service of “Lessons & Carols.   

 

Then on December 31, at 10:30 p.m. we will 

come together for a “New Year’s Eve Worship 

Service.”   We will enjoy a time of remembrance 

and reflection concluding with the ordinance of 

Communion.  

 

The upcoming weeks are filled with opportuni-

ties for fellowship and worship at Valley Brook.  

Pay attention to our church calendar and take ad-

vantage of the many special events.  And . . . In 

all of the “busyness” of the season, take the time 

to appreciate the source of the celebration: The 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace, Immanuel (God with us.) 

 

I thank God for each of you, 

 

 

November 27- December 7 

 

As part of the WMU’s annual mission empha-

sis, we are pleased and excited to have with us 

this year Chris Grove, his wife Yeroltma and 

their four children.  Chris and family are mis-

sionaries to Mongolia.   

We will hear from them about the fascinating 

work in Mongolia on Wednesday, December 

2nd.   

Please plan to be here that evening to show 

your support and to share in the joys and chal-

lenges of missions. 

On Sunday, December 6th we will receive the 

annual mission offering for CBF and Lottie 

Moon.  



We will be having our traditional Thanksgiv-

ing Dinner and a Movie on Thanksgiving 

Day  in the Fellowship Hall.   

This dinner is for anyone that will not be 

celebrating with their family; however, an 

invitation is issued to anyone that wants to 

come.   

Please call the church office with your reser-

vation.   

This Thanksgiving Dinner will be in honor of 

Mrs. Lynn Phillips who started this project 

three years ago. 

Follow the Stars Home 
 

Sometimes we chose the wrong person to fall 

in love with.  Dianne Parker meets and mar-

ries the handsome and charismatic Mark 

McCune, never noticing the quiet attention of 

his brother, Dave, a soft-spoken pediatrician.  

Their marriage seems perfect until the birth 

of their daughter, Julia, a baby with genetic 

abnormalities.  Mark, who can’t face the idea 

of a less-than-perfect child, walks out, leav-

ing Dianne to confront the challenges of be-

ing a single mom. 

 

As the years pass, Dianne and her mother, 

Hannah, remain selflessly devoted to Julia.  

David introduces Dianne to a young girl 

from a troubled home as a “mother’s helper”, 

and things begin to change.  Julia gains a 

best friend and Dianne finds renewed 

strength and hope, but David must wait pa-

tiently for a chance to reveal his true feel-

ings.  

Soon you will notice a “Christmas Card Mail 

Box” in the vestibule.  There you may “send and 

receive” Christmas cards to and from church 

members.  

The advantage is that no postage is necessary!  

Traditionally, our folks have used this savings to 

supplement their special offering to world and 

international missions at the conclusion of Mis-

sions Week, Dec. 7.  

First Place” is returning in January under the 

leadership of Tresia Epps.     

“First Place” is a Christ-centered weight control 

program including Bible study, small-group sup-

port, accountability, a proven common sense nu-

trition plan and exercise.  

This nationally recognized health program is 

geared toward all areas of a person’s life: spiri-

tual, mental, emotional and physical.  

Questions??  See Tresia 

 

Sunday, November 29, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 

The decorating of the church sanctuary and 

grounds takes place at this special evening ser-

vice, using traditional Christian symbols and 

Christmas music.   

This will also be the first Sunday of Advent that 

will be celebrated every Sunday through Christ-

mas morning. 
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Return Service Requested  

Christmas is coming and the 

goose is getting fat! 

 

Our  Christmas Dinner will be Sunday, Decem-

ber 6th at 6:00 p.m.  The church will be furnish-

ing the Ham, Turkey, Rolls and Tea. 
 
We are asking that you bring your favorite 

Christmas dish to share with all your church 

family and friends. 
 
Please come around 5:30 p.m. and share any 

Christmas story or just fellowship with your 

friends. 

Thank you, Church Family.  You have re-

sponded to our requests for help from coat 

hangers to candy, soup to peanut butter and be-

yond.   

Our objective is to show this community that 

we are a dynamic church.  You, the people of 

Valley Brook Baptist, have accomplished this. 

The Outreach Committee 

The WMU would like to thank everyone who 

made our first project successful. We were able to 

provide 10 food boxes for families. These boxes 

contained 3 nutritious meals for 3 days. Whether 

you provided the boxes or the food we are grate-

ful for your assistance.  

Our next project will be providing 

Fruit Baskets and Flowers for 

Nursing Home Members. And 

once again we are thankful for the 

Deacons who will deliver them.  

December 6th - 6:00 p.m.  


