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As a child in church I remember a 

strong emphasis on memorization of 

scripture.   Those early classes fea-

tured weekly memory verses.    The in-

tention was to not only memorize, but 

to focus attention on a particular pas-

sage. The Bible tells us that we are to 

memorize and meditate upon the 

Scriptures. 

 

Joshua 1:8 - This book of the law shall 

not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 

shall meditate therein day and night, 

that thou may  observe to do according 

to all that is written therein: for then 

thou shall make thy way prosperous, 

and then thou shall have good success. 

  

Psalm 1:1-2 - Blessed is the man that 

walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor 

sits in the seat of the scornful. But his 

delight is in the law of the LORD; and 

in his law doth he meditate day and 

night. 

 

 Psalm 119:11 - Thy word have I hid 

in mine heart, that I might not sin 

against thee. 

 

Psalm 119:15-16 - I will meditate in 

thy precepts, and have respect unto thy 

ways. I will delight myself in thy stat-

utes: I will not forget thy word. 

Psalm 119:97-100 - O how love I thy 

law! It is my meditation all the day. Your 

commandments have made me wiser than 

mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 

I have more understanding than all my 

teachers: for thy testimonies are my med-

itation. I understand more than the an-

cients, because I keep thy precepts.  

 

John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, you shall ask what ye 

will, and it shall be done unto you.  

 

This year I am encouraging the people of 

Valley Brook to memorize and meditate 

upon Scripture. Each week a new verse 

will be included in the bulletin, beginning 

January 17. I invite you to join in the ad-

venture.  The theme of this effort is 

"Being Conformed to Christ's Likeness." 

 

My desire for myself and for you is that 

we will be increasingly conformed to 

Christ’s likeness in the ways we think, act 

and react. These weekly memory verses 

are designed to help us achieve this goal. 

You will notice the King James Version 

being used.  This is because so many have 

already committed to memory verses 

from the KJV.  Please feel free to memo-

rize these Scriptures in the version with 

which you are most comfortable!                  

 

Finally, we are pleased to include in this 

month’s Echoes, a memo from a special 

contributor, Barnabus.  Please give your 

attention to his article. 

 

 



To:    The Saints serving God, through 

 our Lord Jesus Christ, at Valley 

 Brook Baptist Church 

 

From: Barnabus, a servant of Jesus   

  Christ, who has been given a     

  mission of encouraging God’s 

  called people. 

 

We pray for you and your ministries, ev-

er since we became aware of your devo-

tion to Christ’s church.  May the 

strength of the Holy Spirit, be with you 

and God bless you with His love, joy and 

peace. 

 

You are aware that God has established 

a very special way of financing His work.  

In this plan you pay no set amount to the 

ministries of the church, instead, based 

on God’s blessings of grace to you, you 

determine what you will give to his 

work.  You also know that you are to 

give according to His love for you, and 

your love for each other, which is also 

provided by His grace. 

 

According to God’s word, He requires a 

tithe of His blessings to you.  We inter-

pret that to be 10%.  You are mindful 

that He blesses you with things other 

than money and you know money is nec-

essary for the every day expenses of the 

church .  

 

You have approved a budget for this year, 

based on faith THAT God God will sup-

ply all that is needed for His work to be 

accomplished.  If all of you commit to 

tithe, God will bless.  Not everyone will 

be able to give large amounts, but when 

it is all put together and used as He di-

rects, you will be a part of things you  

The Ultimate Gift 

With an all-star cast that includes Acade-

my Award nominee Abigail Breslin, Acade-

my Award nominee James Garner and Bri-

an Dennehy; this engaging, heartwarming 

drama won the 2006 Heartland Film Fes-

tival’s Crystal Heart Award and received 

the Dove Foundation’s seal of approval. 

 

Based on Jim Stovall’s best-selling novel, 

The Ultimate Gift sends a young man of 

privilege on an improbable journey.  Trust 

fund baby Jason Stevens loves all of life’s 

gifts, as long as they’re bankable.  But 

when his wealthy grandfather, Red (James 

Garner) dies, Jason receives a most unusu-

al inheritance; twelve tasks, which Red 

calls “gifts,” to challenge Jason to grow as 

a man.  If he succeeds, the experience will 

not only change Jason forever, but he will 

discover the real meaning of wealth. 

Memo from Barnabus continued….. 

never thought impossible. 

 

Try tithing, and you will be surprised.  

What is left will be all you need.  When  

you give to God first, you never miss it—

that is God’s promise to you.  Think of 

your tithe as you do the taxes you pay to 

your government.  You know it is not 

yours to spend; therefore, God’s is not 

yours to spend either.  He says test me 

and see that I will bless you with all your 

needs. 

                        Blessings, 

Barnabus 



Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 238 

Decatur, GA 30030 

VALLEY BROOK 
A Loving, Accepting, Affirming Baptist Church  

1198 N. Valley Brook Road  -  Decatur, Georgia 30033  

Return Service Requested  
Thank you to my Valley Brook Family 

for the cards, prayers, words of en-

couragement and other signs of sup-

port during the time of my mother’s 

death and funeral. 

Aubrey Eddy 

 

Strengthen Your Mind  

Through the Scriptures! 

 

“Study to show yourself approved unto 

God, a workman.”  2 Timothy 2:15 

 

God promises that if you meditate on 

His Word daily you’ll become “like a 

tree planted by streams of water which 

yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 

does not wither.  Whatever he does 

prospers.”                (Psalm 1:3 NIV) 

 

 

The WMU is proud to announce that 

we achieved our missions goal.  We 

made a contribution of $910.00 to 

the Lottie Moon and CBF Fund.  We 

could not have done this without 

your donations.  Our heartfelt 

thanks goes out to everyone.  Be-

cause of you, some lost soul can re-

ceive a Bible or a tract; because of 

you, they will hear the ageless story 

of Christ’s love and sacrifice for 

them.  Because of you, Heaven has 

become real to them.  It is in the giv-

ing that we  truly receive.  God bless 

you. 


