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Having just experienced the thrill and 

joy of Holy Week, I find my thoughts 

returning there often.  Naturally, I re-

flect upon the spiritual significance as-

sociated with those days and events, 

and then I come back to a recurring 

theme . . . That is gratitude.   You see, 

much planning goes into the services 

and activities associated with a time 

such as Holy Week.  Because of the 

significance of Christ’s passion, we 

seek to honor Him with the very best 

we can offer.  That takes more than 

careful planning; it takes people.  Peo-

ple who are willing to give of them-

selves, their time and energy.  

 

I am grateful for the many that put in 

so much effort, often behind the 

scenes, making possible the ministry 

of our church.   

I am grateful for our choir, our musi-

cians and for Marcia’s leadership 

during this special time.   

I am grateful for those who worked 

hard to prepare for a special Maun-

dy Thursday service. 

I am grateful for a special couple who 

faithfully update the outside Reader 

Board. 

I am grateful for the continuing and 

faithful gift of service offered by 

those who keep our grounds beauti-

fully maintained. 

 

I am grateful for these and others who 

make possible the activities and min-

istries of the Valley Brook Church. 

 

We were overjoyed on Palm Sunday as 

we got our first look at the Valley 

Brook Liturgical Dance Team.  Their 

worshipful presentation was over-

whelming, stirring our hearts and pre-

paring our minds for worship.  This 

group has been working hard for eight 

months and has plans to move forward 

progressively to achieve positive results 

for the Kingdom and our community.   

For example, in May our dancers will 

be visiting area nursing homes.   May 

is Senior Citizens month; our dance 

group would like to honor seniors by 

presenting them gift bags and a per-

formance.  The service will begin with 

prayer and special greeting, followed 

by several dance numbers, personal in-

teraction and distribution of gift bags. 

 

You can help!  In fact your assistance 

is needed.  You may help with items 

for the gift bags.  Suggestions include, 

toiletries, note pads, pens, picture 

frames. Use your imagination; bring 

anything you think seniors may need 

on a daily basis.  Please bring items to 

the church office within the next two 

weeks.  We appreciate the efforts of 

Lucretia Roberson.  See her if you 

have questions or to offer a word of 

encouragement.  

 

 



Barnabas 

To:  The people who trust God at 

  Valley Brook. 

From:  Barnabas, a servant of the 

  Lord Jesus Christ. 

I continue to thank God for you and pray 

you will have a better understanding of 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  I 

pray for your continuing awareness of the 

Holy Spirit in your lives.  We all need to 

be committed to learning just how much 

God can do, if we let the Spirit direct us.  

The world is looking to see how much you 

can do for each other and the community 

where He has placed His church. 

I am constantly aware of how much some 

of you have grown in your walk with God.  

You may not be aware of your personal 

growth, but other people realize it and 

want to have that close walk and talk with 

Jesus themselves.  Never assume you have 

no influence on others.  You do have a 

part to play in their lives—make it posi-

tive.  God rejoices in walking with you.  

You both are blessed. 

Some of you get discouraged because of 

problems or difficulties in your life, but 

you must never stop trusting God.  Show 

Him you trust Him by making Jesus Lord 

of your life.  Outside circumstances should 

not affect your faith.  Whether you have 

Christ is all that matters. 

You have just celebrated Easter and your 

belief in a risen living Lord.  Remember it 

is His resurrection which gives you hope 

of some day being with Him in heaven, 

where He sits with Father, desiring to wel-

come you home.  Keep your spiritual eyes 

on Jesus.  Let this fill your thoughts and 

stop worrying about things down here…. 

most of which do not matter anyway. 

My prayer for you is also that you will 

be united and drawn together by the 

bonds of LOVE.  You are a LOVING  

people.  You have demonstrated this 

many times in the past and I know you 

will continue.  Your motivation is your 

LOVE of the Son and your desire to 

obey and serve Him.  Everyone who is 

LOVED by you soon learns it comes 

from our Lord.  Keep LOVING one an-

other because Christ died and arose for 

you, because He LOVES you. 

May you continue to be blessed by God. 

Your joint servant, 

 

 

NO GREATER LOVE 

No ―Greater Love‖ is the dramatic story 

of faith, forgiveness, and the sovereignty 

of God. Jeff and Heather were the 

"lucky ones." Best friends from child-

hood, high school sweethearts, and mar-

ried by 22. After the birth of their only 

child, however, Heather fell into an un-

controllable depression. Hopelessly lost, 

she did the unthinkable...she abandoned 

her husband and infant son – and van-

ished. Now, ten years later, Jeff ’s world 

is dramatically rocked when Heather 

shockingly reappears in the most unusu-

al place. 
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I would like to thank the Prayer Warriors 

and my church family for all the prayers 

and cards that were sent to me during my 

recent illness and my brother’s death. 

Joan Walsh 

The choir is excited about getting new 

music folders which should be here some-

time this month.  If you are considering 

donating to this purchase, the folders cost 

$17 each; however, any amount you can 

give will be greatly appreciated.  Please 

mark your gift ―Miscellaneous Fund/Choir 

Folders‖ and make your contribution as 

soon as possible.  Our goal is $500 and 

we still need about $350.  Thanks for 

your support. 
Our next project will be for the Develop-

mental Disabilities Ministries, Inc. to help 

with their paper good supplies.  Please help 

with your donation of paper products for 

the kitchen (paper towels, etc.) and bath-

room (bathroom tissue—1 ply only).  Facial 

Tissues, etc. Thank you for always helping 

with our missions. 

The best way to forget your own problems 

is to help someone solve his. 

Look not every  man on his own things,     

but every man also on the things  

of others.  Philippians 2:4 


