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Some of you are familiar with the name
Ricky Nelson. As a child, Nelson starred with
his parents on The Ozzie and Harriet Show
and became a teen idol as a singer in the late
‘50s. He had a string of hits like “Hello Mary
Lou” and “Fools Rush In,” but by the mid
'60s he was no longer in demand as The Beat-
les and others of the “British Invasion” were
dominating the American music scene. In
1971, he played a show with other stars from
the '50s at Madison Square Garden in New
York City. He was expected to play his older
hits, but when he played his newer material,
the crowd booed him badly. This experience
unnerved the former teen idol and prompted
him to write his last major hit, “Garden Par-

ty.’,

The song reflected upon his experience at the
Madison Square Gardens. Obviously it was
not a very good experience for him; people
were apparently still wanting little Ricky Nel-
son from the Ozzie & Harriet days, so he con-
cluded in the song “Garden Party, "You can't
please everyone so you've got to please your-
self."

We understand the sentiment and truth in
those words, "you can't please everyone so
you've got to please yourself"; yet we also un-
derstand that ultimately the goal of every
Christian is to please God. Yet so often along
the way, we, like Ricky Nelson, experience
criticism. The question is how we deal with
that criticism. Quite often when you take a
stand and begin to do something for the Lord,
you are opening yourself to disapproval.

o Joseph was criticized by his brothers
for his dreams.

o Moses was criticized constantly by the
nation of Israel for his leadership.

o David was criticized for dancing be-
fore for the Lord.

e Mary was criticized for “wasting”
ointment on Jesus’ feet.

o The Apostles were criticized for ne-
glecting the widows in the church.

o Peter was criticized for eating with
Gentiles.

o Paul was criticized for his contempti-
ble speech.

o Jesus, Himself was criticized for heal-
ing on the Sabbath (among many other
things).

On and on we could go. When you’re criti-
cized, don’t feel that it only happens to you,
Christians need to grow up and learn to “deal
with it.” Too many Christians are overly sen-
sitive and allow their feelings to get hurt too
easily. Ralph Sutera once said, “My critics
are the unpaid guardians of my soul.”

When criticized, the first thing to do is con-
sider if the criticism is valid. It just might
be. If so, attempt to correct the prob-
lem. Next, consider the source of the criti-
cism. Quite often this alone will enable you
to experience peace. Finally, when you’ve
earnestly done all you can, leave it with the
Lord who judges righteously (see 1 Pet.
2:23).

Someone said, “The way to avoid criticism is
to say nothing, do nothing, and be nothing.”
However, that isn’t really true. If you do
nothing, you’ll be criticized for that also! I
don’t know about you, but I’d rather be criti-
cized for doing something wrong than be crit-
icized for not doing anything at all. Let’s
each determine to actively seek opportunities
to be involved in those things that have King-
dom value, remembering, you can’t please
everyone . . . so determine to please the
Lord.
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A lover of Jesus Christ

To: The church at Valley Brook, loved by
God the Father and members of His holy fami-
ly. I encourage you to always think of how
God has loved and blessed you for fifty plus
years. You have been blessed beyond all ex-
pectations according to some, but I tell you He
wants to bless you even more. You will receive
more when you expect more. It is wonderful to
see you step out in faith trying what seems im-
possible to you, but God’s resources are not
limited and He wants His children to have all of
them. Don’t be afraid to dream of how great
God wants you to be. He does not mind if you
try and fail, because He will teach you how to
do it better next time.

I continually pray for the love you show to one
another and for those around the world through
your mission giving. God is aware that some
of you struggle with some things life deals you,
but that is why God made you a part of His
family. The family will do whatever it can to
help with difficulties you face.

One of the most helpful assets you have is your
love and concern for each other, which is
shown through your unity. You pull together to
get the job done. We use the word unity, but I
like to use the word teamwork, because I un-
derstand it better. You have heard, “THERE IS
NO ‘I’ IN TEAM.” You know from past expe-
riences that you get things done better and fast-
er when you do it together.

This was demonstrated in a very successful
BBQ. You put together a group of volunteers,
who knew what they were expected to do, and
they all did it. Everyone seemed to have a real-
ly good time working and sharing together

Why is it easier to do something that brings im-
mediate results? We don’t seem as committed
doing our part in God’s work, that may not
show results for a long time.

Barnabas letter cont’d.

The work of truth is “NEVER STOP BEING
COMMITTED TO GOD’S WORK..”

The results will come because they are in
God’s hands. If you work as a team it will
not be a burden to anyone and God will re-
ceive glory and His Son will be presented to
more people who need Him.

May the love of God show through your
team.
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Early on the morning of May 13th, six men of
the Valley Brook Brotherhood set out a fish-
ing trip to Myrtle Beach. Arriving in North
Myrtle Beach we had to take a detour to the
Bass Pro Shop to pick up last minute sup-
plies. Our next stop was right across the
North Carolina state line to the town of Cala-
bash. The Seafood Hut, or the Hut, is a local
favorite so we swung in there for a good
lunch of shrimp, burgers, fries, coleslaw and
hushpuppies.

After a tasty lunch, we checked into our mo-
tel in North Myrtle Beach. We then located
the place where we were to meet our fishing
guide, Captain Ryan, the following morning.
Our next stop was the Cherry Grove Pier
where we enjoyed fishing for the next five

hours, bringing in several fish including lots
of sharks.

The next morning, we met up with Captain
Ryan at 7 am. Leaving the dock, we went out
a couple miles to a sunken wreck and fished
it for a couple of hours. We landed 3 Spanish
mackerel, a bluefish, and over 30 sea bass,
although 29 of them went back to the deep
because of size limit.

Continued on back page
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Gone Fishing article cont’d. V .
Captain Ryan headed for shore when the fish- / N*QVie N ig ht
ing action slowed. He checked his crab pots J une 25
and took off one claw from each stone crab in 700 P.m.

the pots. The crabs grow back the claw. The
claws were ours to keep and there were a lot
of them. For the rest of our time, we fished
the jetties and the intercoastal waterway. The
fish were hitting our bait but not taking the
hook.

By 11 am, we were back at the landing. Cap-
tain Ryan said if we planned to return to con-
sider the first two weeks in September when
the fishing is excellent.

So, the Brotherhood is putting together an-
other trip that will leave on Thursday and re-
turn Saturday. The dates are tentatively set for
September 9" thru the 11",

“The S ecC reitﬁlathan Sperry”

“The Best buddies Dustin (Jansen Panettie-
re), Albert (Frankie Ryan Manriquez), and
Mark (Allen Isaacson) are twelve year old
boys looking forward to a summer of fun in
1970. When Dustin mows the lawn of seven-
ty-five year old Jonathan Sperry (Gavin Mac-
Leod), a man he has seen at church, a unique
friendship develops.

What happens the rest of this summer is
something Dustin and his friends will never
forget!



